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the police, and, above all, the finances. Without evincing
forceful energy of the highest kind, he was yet full of activity
and promptitude. Though his temperament was nervous and
susceptible of agitation, still he was resolute, capable of main-
taining self-command in danger, and animated by the spirit
which might be expected in a man of high birth. His sensi-
tive disposition, harassed by many trials and troubles, would
probably have worn out his body had it been feeble; but his
frame though not robust was wiry. As an administrator he
certainly was not superior, by many he would be thought hardly
equal, to the two best Hindu Ministers of his day, Dinkar Eao
of Gwalior and Madhava Eao of Baroda. But as a man of
business, especially in finance, he has not been surpassed by
any Native in this century. His official assiduity and mastery
of details left nothing to be desired. It was difficult to discern
whether he possessed original ability of the Oriental type
because his mind was modelled very much by European
influences. At all events he was an excellent imitator;
whatever improvement the British Government introduced
he would sooner or later adopt, longo intervallo perhaps, but
still with some effect. Thus, roads caravanserais medical
schools drains and conservancy, besides many miscellaneous im-
provements, all had a share of Ms attention. He exercised his
vast patronage well, appointing competent and respectable men
to civil offices, and endeavouring to infuse an honest fidelity
into the whole service of the State. That he fully succeeded in
these efforts is more than can be affirmed, especially when it
is remembered that the British Government itself cannot com-
mand entire success. At all events, British rulers have no overt
opposition to contend with, whereas he had many enemies open
or concealed, much hostile opinion and a jealous master, all
arrayed against him. Upon % retrospect of the circumstances
under which he had to act, it seems wonderful that so much was
accomplished by him.

The Nizam's government was oppressed by its debts, which
had been incurred in many quartos at many rates of interest,
all more or less ruinous. Salar Jang attempted something